[Spinal cord compression by epidural metastases of urologic tumors].
We report our experience of 5 consecutive cases of acute spinal cord compression from epidural metastasis of genitourinary tumors seen over a period of 14 months. Three patients developed paraplegia and the remaining two patients developed paraparesis of the lower extremities. Four patients underwent emergency decompression laminectomy and the remaining patient received spot radiotherapy to the metastatic vertebral lesion. The degree of neurologic deterioration and its rapid progression to the more severe forms have significantly influenced patient quality of life and survival. The literature is reviewed highlighting the epidemiological, physiopathological, clinical, diagnostic and therapeutic aspects of this condition.